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UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
DI STRI CT OF NEW JERSEY
UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA : Crim No.
: 18 U.S.C. 88 1341, 1951(a),
V. : 1952(a)(3) & 2

ZACHARY V. TURNER and :
BARRY TURNER : | NDI CTMENT

The Grand Jury in and for the District of New Jersey,

sitting at Newark, charges:

COUNT _ONE

(Conspiracy to Commit Extortion Under Color of Oficial Right)

Def endants and O hers

1. Fromin or about 2000 to the present, defendant ZACHARY
V. TURNER was an el ected nenber of the East Orange City Council,
representing the Fourth Ward. The East Orange City Council
carries out the legislative duties of the city’s munici pal
government. The East Orange City Council is conprised of ten
menbers, with two nenbers el ected fromeach of the city' s five
geographic wards. As a nenber of the East Orange City Council,
def endant ZACHARY V. TURNER has served as chairperson of the
committee on Housing, Licensing and |Inspection, and as a nenber
of the commttees on Public Safety; Business Devel opnent and

Zoning; and Arts, Recreation and Cultural Affairs. Defendant



ZACHARY V. TURNER currently resides at 89 Haw horne Avenue, East
Orange, New Jersey (“Turner Residence”). The title owner of the
Turner Residence is the brother of defendant ZACHARY V. TURNER
(hereinafter referred to as “T.T.”).

2. Def endant BARRY TURNER i s an associ ate of, but
unrel ated to, defendant ZACHARY V. TURNER.  Def endant BARRY
TURNER is a resident of East Orange, New Jersey.

3. At all tinmes relevant to this Indictnent, there was an
i ndi vidual (the “Omer”) who had purchased a multi-unit building
| ocated on WIllianms Street, East Orange, New Jersey (the
“Property”) in or about July, 2002. The Omer purchased the
Property from ot her individuals who had purchased the Property at
an auction conducted by the Cty of East Orange.

4. After purchasing the Property, beginning in or about
Sept enber, 2002, the Omer encountered difficulties with East
Orange in obtaining clear title to the Property. The
difficulties stemmed fromcertain provisions in the “Standard
Condi tions of Sale,” which were made part of the conveyance of
the Property when it was originally sold by East Orange at
auction. The Standard Conditions of Sale provided, anong ot her
t hings, that East Orange could initiate reversion proceedings to
regain ownership of the Property under certain circunstances.
The Standard Conditions of Sale inposed restrictions on further

conveyances of the Property and tine limts by which certain
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i nprovenents to the Property had to be conpleted. Once apprised
of these restrictions, the Owmer nmet and corresponded w th East
Orange officials to attenpt to obtain a waiver of these
restrictions and thereby obtain clear title to the Property.

5. At all tinmes relevant to this Indictnent, there was an
i ndi vidual (“Contractor”) who agreed to assist the Owmer in

renovating, and finding a purchaser for, the Property.

The Extortion Schene

6. Fromin or about Decenber, 2002 to in or about January,
2003, in Essex County, in the District of New Jersey, and
el sewhere, defendants

ZACHARY V. TURNER
and
BARRY TURNER

knowi ngly and willfully conspired and agreed with each other and
others to obstruct, delay, and affect interstate commerce by
extortion, that is, obtaining a $20,000 corrupt cash paynment from
the Owmer and the Contractor with their consent under col or of
official right.

7. It was the object of the conspiracy that defendants
ZACHARY V. TURNER and BARRY TURNER solicited, demanded, and
agreed to accept noney, that is, $20,000 in cash, fromthe Oaner

and the Contractor in exchange for defendant ZACHARY V. TURNER

taking official action to prevent the City of East Orange from
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instituting reversion proceedings with respect to the Property
and to allow the Owmer to obtain clear title to the Property and
to assist the Owmer and Contractor in purchasing other properties
in East Orange.

8. It was part of the conspiracy that, fromin or about
Decenber, 2002 to in or about January, 2003, defendant ZACHARY V.
TURNER had conversations with the Owmer and the Contractor in
whi ch def endant ZACHARY V. TURNER represented that he had the
ability and intention to influence the East O ange governnent in
exchange for corrupt paynents so that, anmong other things, the
Owmer would not have a problemw th East Orange seeking reversion
of the Property. These conversations, sone of which were
covertly recorded, included defendant ZACHARY V. TURNER, in
substance and in part, stating that:

(a) he would be “taking the | eadership role” with
respect to the dispute over ownership of the Property between the
Owner and the East Orange Law Depart nent;

(b) the Property did not “need to go back on the
auction,” and that the Omer and the Contractor could “put this
thing to bed and it won’t be a problemat all”; and

(c) he could use his official position to enable the
Owner and the Contractor to purchase other properties from East

Orange and woul d secure “sone grant noney” to assist in the



purchase of properties in East Orange, which he did only for
“peopl e who are special, people that I know are on ny team”

9. It was further a part of the conspiracy that on or
about January 2, 2003, defendant ZACHARY V. TURNER advi sed the
Contractor, in substance and in part, that in order for the Omer
and Contractor to obtain defendant ZACHARY V. TURNER s offici al
aid in preventing the initiation of reversion proceedi ngs by East
Orange against the Property and in purchasing other properties in
East Orange, the Contractor woul d have to speak with defendant
BARRY TURNER, who, according to defendant ZACHARY V. TURNER
woul d know “exactly what to do, he knows exactly what it’s going
to take.”

10. It was further a part of the conspiracy that, on or
about January 2, 2003, in East Orange, New Jersey, defendant
BARRY TURNER solicited a corrupt cash paynment of $20,000 fromthe
Contractor to secure the official aid and influence of defendant
ZACHARY V. TURNER to resolve the | egal dispute between the Oaner
and East Orange over ownership of the Property.

In violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section

1951(a) .



COUNT_TWO

(Attenpted Extortion Under Color of Oficial Right)

1. Paragraphs 1 to 5 and 7 to 10 of Count One are hereby
incorporated and realleged as if fully set forth herein.

2. Fromin or about Decenber, 2002 to in or about January,
2003, in Essex County, in the District of New Jersey, and
el sewhere, defendants

ZACHARY V. TURNER
and
BARRY TURNER

knowi ngly and willfully did attenpt to obstruct, delay, and
affect interstate commerce by extortion, that is, obtaining a
$20, 000 corrupt cash paynent fromthe Oamer and the Contractor
with their consent under color of official right.

In violation of Title 18, United States Code, Sections

1951(a) and 2.



COUNT _THREE

(Conspiracy to Commt Extortion Under Color of Oficial Right)

1. Paragraphs 1 and 2 of Count One are hereby incorporated
and realleged as if fully set forth herein.

2. At all tinmes relevant to this Indictnent, there was an
i ndi vidual (the “Prospective Purchaser”) who initially expressed
an interest in purchasing the Property.

3. At all times relevant to this Indictnent, there was an
i ndividual (the “Internediary”) who was a busi ness associ ate of

t he Prospective Purchaser.

The Extortion Schene

4. Fromin or about Decenber, 2002 to in or about January,
2003, in Essex County, in the District of New Jersey, and
el sewhere, defendants

ZACHARY V. TURNER
and
BARRY TURNER

knowi ngly and willfully conspired and agreed with each other and
others to obstruct, delay, and affect interstate comrerce by
extortion, that is, obtaining a $2,000 corrupt cash payment from
t he Prospective Purchaser and the Internediary with their consent
under color of official right.

5. It was the object of the conspiracy that defendants

ZACHARY V. TURNER and BARRY TURNER solicited and accepted noney
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fromthe Prospective Purchaser and the Internediary, that is,
$2,000 in cash, in exchange for defendant ZACHARY V. TURNER s
aid, in his capacity as a nenber of the East Orange Cty Council,
in identifying and purchasing properties in and from East O ange.
6. It was part of the conspiracy that fromin or about
Decenber, 2002 to in or about January, 2003, defendants ZACHARY
V. TURNER and BARRY TURNER offered to furnish to the Prospective
Purchaser and the Internediary |lists of properties owned and/ or
controll ed by East Orange, in exchange for a $2,000 cash paynent.
7. It was further a part of the conspiracy that defendant
ZACHARY V. TURNER referred to the $2,000 cash paynent as an
“application fee.” Wile the Gty of East Orange does generate
lists of properties of which it has taken ownership and which it
intends to sell at auction, and while a bidder nust first
regi ster to becone a bidder at auction, there are, in reality, no
applications, application fees, or any other fees required to
obtain lists of properties or to register as a bidder at auction.
8. It was further a part of the conspiracy that on or
about January 2, 2003, defendants ZACHARY V. TURNER, BARRY
TURNER, and anot her individual traveled from New Jersey to New
York and accepted $2,000 in cash fromthe Prospective Purchaser
t hrough the Internediary.
In violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section

1951(a) .



COUNT FOUR

(Extortion Under Color of Oficial Right)

1. Paragraphs 1 to 3 and 5 to 8 of Count Three are hereby
incorporated and realleged as if fully set forth herein.

2. Fromin or about Decenber, 2002 to in or about January,
2003, in Essex County, in the District of New Jersey, and
el sewhere, defendants

ZACHARY V. TURNER
and
BARRY TURNER

knowi ngly and willfully did obstruct, delay, and affect
interstate comerce by extortion, that is, obtaining a $2,000
corrupt cash paynent fromthe Prospective Purchaser and the
Intermediary with their consent under color of official right.

In violation of Title 18, United States Code, Sections

1951(a) and 2.



COUNT _FI VE

(Travel in Interstate Conmerce--
|11 egal Acceptance of Benefit as Consideration
for the Performance of Oficial Duties)

1. Paragraphs 1 to 3 and 5 to 8 of Count Three are hereby
incorporated and realleged as if fully set forth herein.
2. I n or about January, 2003, in the District of New

Jersey, and el sewhere, defendants
ZACHARY V. TURNER
and
BARRY TURNER
knowi ngly and willfully did travel in interstate conmerce, that
is, fromNew Jersey to New York, with the intent to pronote,
manage, establish, carry on, and facilitate the pronotion,
managenent, establishnment, and carrying on of an unl awf ul
activity--nanely, accepting a benefit as consideration for an
exerci se of discretion of a public servant on a public issue,
contrary to N.J. Stat. Ann. 8 2C: 27-2(a), and for the performance
of defendant ZACHARY V. TURNER s official duties, contrary to
N.J. Stat. Ann. 8 2C 27-2(d)--and, thereafter, acted and
attenpted to act to pronote, nmanage, establish, carry on, and
facilitate the pronotion, nmanagenent, establishnent, and carrying
on of the unlawful activity, that is, accepting $2,000 in cash
fromthe Prospective Purchaser and the Internediary in exchange
for providing lists of properties for sale by the City of East

Or ange.
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In violation of Title 18, United States Code, Sections

1952(a)(3) and 2.
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COUNTS SI X AND SEVEN

(Mai |l _Fraud)

1. Paragraph 1 of Count One is hereby incorporated and
realleged as if fully set forth herein.

2. Fromin or about 1998 to in or about 2002, defendant
ZACHARY V. TURNER had financial difficulties, which resulted in
def endant ZACHARY V. TURNER filing Chapter 13 Bankruptcy
Petitions with the United States Bankruptcy Court, District of
New Jersey, on three separate occasions, July 6, 1999, March 31,
2000, and May 15, 2000. These bankruptcy filings, anmong ot her
t hi ngs, inhibited defendant ZACHARY V. TURNER from obtaining a
nortgage in his nane and ot herw se adversely affected his credit.

3. Fromin or about 2000, when defendant ZACHARY V. TURNER
was first elected to the East Orange City Council, to in or about
2001, defendant ZACHARY V. TURNER |ived in residences outside of
the Fourth Ward of East Orange, New Jersey--the ward defendant
ZACHARY V. TURNER represented on the Gty Council. Defendant
ZACHARY V. TURNER s residence outside of the Fourth Ward was
contrary to state law. In the Bankruptcy Petitions referred to
above, defendant ZACHARY V. TURNER |listed his residence as 283
Roberts Road, Orange, NJ 07050. Fromin or about August, 2001 to
in or about Cctober, 2001, defendant ZACHARY V. TURNER resided at
193 OGak Street, East Orange, located in the Third Ward of East

Orange. The Turner Residence is |located in the Fourth Ward.
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Schene and Artifice to Defraud

4. Fromin or about March, 2002 to in or about Novenber,
2002, in Essex County, in the District of New Jersey, and
el sewhere, defendant

ZACHARY V. TURNER
knowi ngly and willfully did devise and intend to devise a schene
and artifice to defraud and to obtain noney and property--nanely
a nortgage in the anmount of approxi mately $104, 000 from Option
One Mortgage Corporation, a nortgage banking firm and People’s
Mort gage Corporation, a nortgage broker, for the purchase of the
Turner Residence--by neans of materially false and fraudul ent
pretenses, representations, and prom ses.

5. The object of this scheme and artifice to defraud was
for defendant ZACHARY V. TURNER to fund the purchase of the
Turner Residence--located in the ward which def endant ZACHARY V.
TURNER represented on the Gty Council--with a nortgage obtai ned
under false and fraudul ent pretenses and through fal se and
fraudul ent representations.

6. It was a part of this schene and artifice to defraud
t hat def endant ZACHARY V. TURNER fal sely represented hinmself to
be his brother T.T. in dealings with People’ s Mrtgage
Corporation, a nortgage broker, in an effort to obtain a nortgage

for the Turner Resi dence.
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7. 1t was further a part of this schene and artifice to
defraud that defendant ZACHARY V. TURNER caused a nortgage
application to falsely state that T.T. earned a gross nonthly
i ncome of $6, 364.

8. It was further a part of this schene and artifice to
defraud that defendant ZACHARY V. TURNER provi ded and caused to
be provided to People’s Mrtgage Corporation and Option One
Mort gage Corporation, fraudul ent docunents which falsely stated
that T.T. earned a salary in excess of $70,000 a year. These
fraudul ent docunents included W2 Wage and Tax Statenents for tax
years 2000 and 2001 in the nanme of T.T., as well as a salary
statenent which indicated that as of Cctober 31, 2002, for
cal endar year 2002, T.T. had earned $70,400. T.T. did not
receive the incone listed in the these fraudul ent docunents in
the tax and cal endar years indicat ed.

9. It was further a part of this schene and artifice to
defraud that defendant ZACHARY V. TURNER provi ded and caused to
be provided to People s Mirtgage Corporation and Opti on One
Mort gage Corporation a fraudul ent docunent purportedly froma
federal credit union to verify the source of funds--approximtely
$3,000--to be provided at the closing on the Turner Residence,
whi ch occurred on or about Novenber 8, 2002. The docunent, which

was not a genui ne docunment generated by the listed federal credit
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uni on, indicated that as of on or about Novenber 6, 2002, T.T.
had on deposit at the federal credit union the sum of $6, 027.41.

10. It was further a part of this schenme and artifice to
defraud that defendant ZACHARY V. TURNER provi ded and caused to
be provided to People’s Mrtgage Corporation and Option One
Mort gage Corporation, a fraudul ent docunment purportedly froma
real estate broker, which indicated that T.T. had rented a
residence at 65 Finlay Street Suite #3, Newark, New Jersey, for
the preceding five years, and that he paid a nonthly rent of
$750. 00. The docunent was not a genui ne docurment generated by
the listed real estate broker.

11. It was further a part of this schene and artifice to
defraud that the fal se and fraudul ent representations and
statenents set forth above were made with the intent to influence
Option One Mortgage Corporation to approve a nortgage for the
purchase of the Turner Residence. A $104,000 nortgage |loan in
the nane of T.T. for the purchase of the Turner Residence was
approved by Option One Mrrtgage Corporation, and the closing on
t he purchase of the Turner Residence occurred on or about

November 8, 2002.
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12. On or about the dates |isted below, in Essex County, in
the District of New Jersey, and el sewhere, for the purpose of
executing and attenpting to execute this schene and artifice to
defraud, defendant

ZACHARY V. TURNER
knowi ngly and willfully deposited and caused to be deposited
certain matter to be sent and delivered, and caused to be
delivered, thereon by private and conmercial interstate carriers,

as descri bed bel ow

COUNT DATE MAI LI NG
6 on or about delivery of |oan application
Cct ober 14, materials relating to $104, 000
2002 nortgage on Turner Residence from

Peopl e’ s Mortgage Corporation to
Option One Mortgage Corporation via
UPS Wor | dwi de Express

7 on or about delivery of docunents relating to
Novenber 7, cl osi ng on purchase of Turner
2002 Resi dence from Opti on One Mrtgage

Corporation to closing agent via
Federal Express
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In violation of Title 18, United States Code, Sections 1341

and 2.

A TRUE BI LL

FOREPERSON

CHRI STOPHER J. CHRI STIE
United States Attorney
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